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Principles  Abstract

Second language acquisition is a �eld of enquiry which has rapidly evolved 
over the last �fty years. Contemporary theories in second language acquisition 
have addressed di�erent issues and have provided answers to key questions 
from a variety of perspectives. On one hand, the research has emphasized the 
complexity of acquisition processes and provided important insights, on the 
other hand, these insights have been linked to real world applications in 
language teaching. In this paper I will provide an explanation on how research 
and theory on language instruction o�er a number of options for language 
teachers and teaching. 

About Professor Benati

Alessandro Benati is Head of School of Languages and Area Studies and 
Professor of  Second Language Acquisition at the University of Portsmouth. He 
is internationally known for his research in second language learning and 
teaching, with special emphases on processing instruction.He has published 
ground-breaking research with James Lee on processing instruction He is a 
pioneering researcher in the area of second language acquisition (SLA) and has 
built a reputation on two fronts. On one front, he is a premier Italian language 
scholar producing the most empirical work on the teaching and acquisition of 
Italian in the world. On the other front, he is a scholar in the more general �eld 
of instructed SLA, with an emphasis on the e�ects of formal instruction on the 
acquisition of grammatical properties by second language learners. He has a 
strong publications record with over �fteen established monographs, chapters 
and articles in international journals (Language Awareness, Second Language 
Research, IRAL and Language Teaching Research). Professor Benati is in the 
editorial board of several international journals (e.g. Language Teaching 
Research) and chief Editor of book series and the new journal ISLA. 


